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Grade Level: 
Upper elementary 
 
Subject Areas: 
Science 
 
Duration: 
One class period 
 
Setting: 
Classroom 
 
Vocabulary: 
Bottomland hardwood 
forest 
Carnivorous 
Esophagus  
Generalist 
Nocturnal 
Opportunist 
Ornithologist 
Pellet 
Raptor 
Regurgitate 

 

No Bones About It: 

Examining a Wetland 

Predator’s Diet 
Teacher Instructions 

 

 

 

Overview: 

The focus of this lesson is to examine an owl pellet to understand 

its eating habits, prey, predatory role in nature, adaptations and 

digestive system. 

 

Learning Objectives: 

The students will: 

 Analyze a painting by John J. Audubon named “The Barred 

Owl” to determine what an owl eats and the part it plays in 

a food chain. 

 Listen to a poem by Richard Wilbur called “The Barred 

Owl” to learn more about one of the owl’s unique calls, its 

silent flight and how an owl hunts and attacks its prey. 

 Understand how a barred owl adapts to the environment of 

a Louisiana wetland. 

 Dissect an owl pellet and sort the contents into groups to 

discover more about the owl’s eating habits. 

 Compare and contrast the owl’s digestive system to a 

human’s digestive system. 

 Examine the bones found in the pellet to compare and 

contrast them to the bones found in the human skeletal 

system. 

 Determine specific prey and eating habits after completing 

the pellet exploration. 

 Understand how an owl pellet is formed by viewing the 

digestive process in action and by singing a song. 

 

Materials List: 

 Face masks (teacher provides – optional for those students with airborne allergies) 

 Glue 

 Large index cards 

 Metric scale (teacher provides – optional) 

 Owl pellets (3 provided)  

 Plastic disposable gloves (teacher provides – optional for students with allergies) 

 Rulers 

 Toothpicks 

 White paper or paper plates (teacher provides) 
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Grade Level Expectations: 

Third Grade 

2. Pose questions that can be answered by using students’ own observations, scientific knowledge and 

testable scientific investigations. (SI-E-A1) 

7. Measure and record length, temperature, mass, volume and area in both metric system and U.S. 

system units. (SI-E-A4) 

8.Select and use developmentally appropriate equipment and tools (e.g., magnifying lenses, 

microscopes, graduated cylinders) and units of measurement to observe and collect data. (SI-E-A4) 

9.Express data in a variety of ways by constructing illustrations, graphs, charts, tables, concept maps 

and oral and written explanations, as appropriate. (SI-E-A5) (SI-E-B4) 

12.Identify and use appropriate safety procedures and equipment when conducting investigations 

(e.g., gloves, goggles, hair ties). (SI-E-A7) 

40.Explain how the organs of the digestive system function. (LS-E-A5) 

41.Describe how the components of the skeletal system function. (LS-E-A5) 

 

Fourth Grade 

8. Measure and record length, temperature, mass, volume and area in both metric system and U.S. 

system units. (SI-E-A4) 

9.Select and use developmentally appropriate equipment and tools (e.g., magnifying lenses, 

microscopes, graduated cylinders) and units of measurement to observe and collect data. (SI-E-A4) 

10.Express data in a variety of ways by constructing illustrations, graphs, charts, tables, 

concept maps and oral and written explanations, as appropriate. (SI-E-A5) (SI-E-B4) 

13.Identify and use appropriate safety procedures and equipment when conducting investigations 

(e.g., gloves, goggles, hair ties). (SI-E-A7) 

17.Recognize that a variety of tools can be used to examine objects at different degrees of 

magnification (e.g., hand lens, microscope). (SI-E-B3) 

18.Base explanations and logical inferences on scientific knowledge, observations and scientific 

evidence. (SI-E-B4) 

41.Describe how parts of animals’ bodies are related to their functions and survival (e.g., 

wings/flying, webbed feet/swimming). (LS-E-A3) 

48.Classify examples of plants and animals based on a variety of criteria. (LS-E-B2) 

52.Describe how some plants and animals have adapted to their habitats. (LS-E-C2) 

53.Identify the habitat in which selected organisms would most likely live and explain how specific 

structures help organisms to survive. (LS-E-C2) 

 

Fifth Grade 

6.Select and use appropriate equipment, technology, tools and metric system units of measurement to 

make observations. (SI-M-A3) 

7.Record observations using methods that complement investigations (e.g., journals, tables, charts). 

(SI-M-A3) 

8.Use consistency and precision in data collection, analysis and reporting. (SI-M-A3) 

11.Construct, use and interpret appropriate graphical representations to collect, record and report data 

(e.g., tables, charts, circle graphs, bar and line graphs, diagrams, scatter plots, symbols). (SI-M-A4) 

23.Use relevant safety procedures and equipment to conduct scientific investigations. (SI-M-A8) 

20.Describe the levels of structural organization in living things (e.g., cells, tissues, organs, organ 

systems). (LS-M-A5) 
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24.Describe the roles of producers, consumers and decomposers in a food chain. (LS- 

M-C2) 

27.Compare common traits of organisms within major ecosystems. (LS-M-C3) 

28.Explain and give examples of predator/prey relationships. (LS-M-C4) 

 

Common Core State Standards: 

Third Grade  

3-LS4-3. Construct an argument with evidence that in a particular habitat some organisms can 

survive well, some survive less well and some cannot survive at all. [Clarification Statement: 

Examples of evidence could include needs and characteristics of the organisms and habitats 

involved. The organisms and their habitat make up a system in which the parts depend on each 

other.] 

 

Fourth Grade 

4-LS1-1. Construct an argument that plants and animals have internal and external structures that 

function to support survival, growth, behavior and reproduction. [Clarification Statement: 

Examples of structures could include thorns, stems, roots, colored petals, heart, stomach, lung, brain 

and skin.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment is limited to macroscopic structures within plant and 

animal systems. 

 

Fifth Grade  

5-LS2-1. Develop a model to describe the movement of matter among plants, animals, decomposers 

and the environment. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on the idea that matter that is not food (air, 

water, decomposed materials in soil, etc.) is changed by plants into matter that is food. Examples of 

systems could include organisms, ecosystems and the Earth.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment 

does not include molecular explanations.] 

 

Vocabulary Definitions: 

Bottomland Hardwood Forest – “River swamps” or deciduous (nonevergreen) forests alongside rivers 

and streams. Dominant species include cypress, gum trees, oaks and swamp red maples. 

 

Carnivorous – Meat-eating animal. 

 

Esophagus – The thick, straight, muscular tube down which food passes from the mouth to the 

stomach. 

 

Generalist – An animal that can use a variety of different resources to survive (including habitat and 

prey). Contrast with a specialist species that needs a certain habitat and prey to survive. 

 

Nocturnal (Animal) – An animal that is active at night. 

 

Opportunist – An animal that can live in a variety of environmental conditions, consume a variety of 

prey items and adapt quickly to changes to its environment to survive. 

 

Ornithologist – A scientist who studies birds. 
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Pellet – Compacted, undigested parts of prey (bone, teeth, hair, feathers, etc.) that is regurgitated 

through the mouth before the next meal is consumed. 

 

Raptor – A bird of prey. Raptors use flight as their primary method of hunting. Raptors have sharp 

beaks and talons for catching prey. 

 

Regurgitate – Expulsion of undigested material through the mouth, pharynx or esophagus. 

 

Background Information: 

 Barred owls are very common in Louisiana, inhabiting the bottomland hardwood forests 

and other woodland wetlands around the state. They also are found around the eastern and 

northwestern United States, Central America and Canada, but as with Louisiana, the forests they 

inhabit must have a nearby water source. 

 Barred owls are large (up to 20 inches tall) grayish-brown nocturnal creatures with dark 

brown eyes and hooked bills to help them grab the prey and keep it in the mouth; which, in turn, 

helps them better swallow the prey whole. They can live to be between 14 and 24 years old.  

Just like birds have distinctive calls, owls have distinctive hoots. The barred owl’s most 

commonly known call is best represented in words as "Who-cooks-for-you? Who-cooks-for-you-

all?” As a defense mechanism, the barred owl clicks its beak and fluffs its feathers and even lowers 

its head when it is agitated. Many other sounds are used by the barred owl, like screams, cackling and 

clicking.  

Barred owls prefer to nest in the cavities of tall trees, often inhabiting a tree cavity created by 

woodpeckers, hawks, crows or squirrels. Some even take up residence in large nesting boxes built by 

humans. (See building instructions for one in the extension section of this lesson plan.) They mostly 

stay in their shaded cavities during the day and hunt at night. Barred owls are solitary animals, but 

they keep the same mate for life (every mating season). During breeding season, two to four eggs 

may be laid and incubated by the females for about four weeks. 

Barred owls are raptors. Raptors are carnivorous birds of prey and are considered 

generalists and opportunists due to their habit of eating a wide variety of prey. Small owls such as 

the barred owl have been known to eat small mammals, rodents, other birds, amphibians and reptiles. 

They even have been known to wade in shallow water to catch small fish and crustaceans. (Specific 

examples from their diets include mice, voles, moles, shrews, rats, squirrels, chipmunks, rabbits, bats, 

tanagers, blue jays, frogs, salamanders, lizards, snakes, crawfish, insects, slugs and fish). In 2010, a 

barred owl was even photographed eating a young sharp-shinned hawk at Bluebonnet Swamp in 

Baton Rouge!  

 Owls help to control rodent populations in Louisiana. Sugarcane farmers in the southeastern 

United States will even provide owl boxes to attract and house owls in an effort to keep rodent 

populations down on their farms. They are mostly nocturnal and hunt at night from the tops of the 

trees and spot their prey on the ground by using their keen eyesight (which is better for focusing on 

prey from a distance rather than up close) and excellent hearing. One ear is placed higher and at a 

different angle than the other to better triangulate sounds and judge distance. Owls swoop down 

quickly, grab the prey with their sharp talons and use the hooked bill to capture and tear the prey. 

They are quick and ready whenever a food grabbing opportunity arises. They have special 

unconnected “fringelike” feathers that allow them to fly without making noise. As a result, prey 

cannot detect an owl’s approach.  
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 Owls swallow their prey whole, but they can only digest parts of their prey. Fur, feathers, 

bones and teeth cannot be digested and are compacted into a pellet, which passes back up through the 

esophagus and is regurgitated six to 10 hours after a meal. Although pellets are thought of as waste, 

they help to provide food and shelter for other organisms such as moss, beetles and fungi. As a result, 

during the pellet exploration, students may find cocoons or exoskeletons from these animals in the 

pellets. The owl did not eat these, but instead those organisms used the pellet after it was 

regurgitated. In addition, ornithologists can study owl pellets to gain insight about the owl’s eating 

habits and adaptations. Scientists can determine the variety of prey species that live in a specific 

owl’s feeding area. This helps them determine population sizes. Pellets often are found at the base of 

a perching tree.  

 

What to expect in an owl pellet: 

 Fur from small mammal prey (colors may be present to help determine the species) 

 Feathers from bird prey (small quills, the central stem, etc.)  

 Sand/soil from earthworm prey 

 Bones from mammal prey (skulls, jaws, legs, vertebrae, etc.) 

 Exoskeletons from crustacean or arthropod prey 

 

Advance Preparation: 

1. Make copies of the following blackline master sheets: 

a. Pellet Dissection Work Sheet (one per student)  

b. Barred Owl Assessment (one per student)  

c. Barred Owl Assessment KEY (one for teacher)  

2. Download to a computer that can project on a screen: 

a. Barred Owl print by John J. Audubon 

b. A Barred Owl poem by Richard Wilbur 

3. Gather all materials needed for the lesson. (See materials section.) 

Safety: 

1. Be sure to wear gloves during the dissection process if allergic.  

2. Owl pellets contain animal hair, so students who have asthma or have animal hair allergies 

may have a reaction. Don’t turn on any fans or open any windows. A breeze will cause the 

hair to circulate in the air. Let parents and students know about this possibility prior to the 

exploration. As an option, a student with allergies could use a face mask or dissect an owl 

pellet virtually on the computer – no new software needed, just Internet access. (See this 

potential resource in the extension section of this lesson.)  

Procedure: 

Guiding Questions 

 What can we learn about an owl’s eating habits, prey and predatory role in nature by 

exploring an owl pellet? 

 Which adaptations does a barred owl living in Louisiana’s wetlands need to be successful in 

its habitat? 

 How is the owl’s digestive system similar to a human’s digestive system? How is it different? 

 How are the mammal’s bones found in the owl pellet similar and different to human skeletal 

bones? 
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1. Review the background information for the barred owl at the beginning of this lesson to 

familiarize yourself with this Louisiana wetland predator. 

2. Display the Barred Owl print by John J. Audubon on the projector. (See resource section for 

URL.) 

a. The original artwork was completed in 1821. This is a print. The original did not 

contain the squirrel.  

b. Explain that John J. Audubon was part scientist and part artist. He took time observing 

all types of birds in their natural habitats. He even hunted and captured birds to get a 

close-up view of them to better enhance his artworks. To learn about their migratory 

habits, he “tracked” birds by tying strings around the legs of eastern phoebes. From 

this, he learned that the banded birds returned to their nesting sites every year.  

c. Ask the students what they see. Ask them to try to use scientific words to describe the 

scene of the barred owl in flight descending upon its prey, the squirrel (for example, 

prey, predator, carnivore, herbivore, etc.). 

d. Ask students: What does this help tell us about an owl? Explain the artwork to the 

students after you have collected their thoughts. It’s preying on the squirrel, but is that 

the only prey the owl eats? Based on this print that shows an owl in the tree, what else 

do you think this predator eats? 

3. Now, read A Barred Owl poem by Richard Wilbur. (See resource section for URL.)  

a. What new information does this poet give us about the barred owl? (e.g., sound of a 

common call of the barred owl, how it flies silently, how it hunts, how it captures 

prey, where it eats its prey, etc.)  

b. What adaptation does this poem describe that helps the barred owl be effective in its 

habitat? (claws or talons to help catch the prey)  

c. What other adaptations does a barred owl have? (See the background for more 

information on the eyesight, hearing, hooked beak, etc.) 

4. Define an “ornithologist” to the students and tell them they are going to be ornithologists 

today!  

a. They will be learning about the barred owl by inspecting a regurgitated owl pellet. 

Explain that an owl pellet is not dung/feces. Instead, it is the owl’s way of eating its 

prey whole, digesting only what it needs and neatly getting rid of the other parts 

through regurgitation in a compact pellet “package.” Owl pellets help scientists learn 

more about an owl’s eating habits and prey. 

b. Show the Owl Pellet Animation (See resource section for URL.) so students can see 

the owl eating the prey, digesting, forming the pellet and regurgitating the pellet. Have 

students discuss and describe the process they are witnessing. 

5. Pass out the Pellet Dissection Work Sheet.  

6. Pass out one owl pellet per student group depending on the number of owl pellets provided. 

7. Pass out materials for the pellet dissection: rulers, toothpicks, paper plates, glue and index 

cards. 

8. Have students go through the work sheets as they dissect the pellets. 

9. As they discover bones, have them glue the bones to an index card, similar to the picture 

found on the bone chart. 

10. Discuss the answers they came up with for questions 4 and 5.  

11. Collect the Pellet Dissection Work Sheet. 
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12. Display the Barred Owl Pellet Song on the Elmo. Sing the song together to the tune of “Oh 

My Darling.” 

13. Pass out the Barred Owl Assessment (quiz) as a formal grade to determine what the students 

have learned during this lesson. 

Extension Ideas  

 Kidwings: Virtually dissect an owl pellet, so everyone can participate! 

http://www.kidwings.com/teacher/owlpellets/index.htm 

 Cornell Lab of Ornithology: Building instructions for a barred owl nesting box. 

http://wordpress.nestwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Barred-Owl.pdf  

 Read more about how the barred owl is competing with the spotted owl in the northern United 

States. This article includes many adaptations that have helped it survive in differing habitats. 

Oregon Public Broadcasting Article: How the Barred Owl Wins the Fight for Forest and 

Food. http://earthfix.opb.org/flora-and-fauna/article/how-barred-owls-win-the-fight-for-

forest-and-food/  

 Project Noah: Keep Track of Barred Owl Spottings in North America. Contribute if you see 

one. http://www.projectnoah.org/organisms#?identified=identified&search=barred+owl  

 Bob’s Owl Calls: Listen to various barred owl sounds. 

http://home.centurytel.net/bobowlcalls/Barred_Owl_calls.htm  

 

Blackline Masters: 

 Pellet Dissection Work Sheet  

 Barred Owl Assessment  

 Barred Owl Assessment Key  

 Barred Owl Pellet Song  

 

Resources: 

“Barred Owl Consumes Sharp-shinned Hawk.” (Online). Accessed Sept. 6, 2013, at 

http://www.braudubon.org/pdf/Barred_Owl_eats_Hawk.pdf 

 

Bio Kids: “Barred Owl.” (Online). Accessed Sept. 6, 2013, at 

http://www.biokids.umich.edu/critters/Strix_varia/  

 

Sound Byte – Cornell University Lab of Ornithology. “Barred Owl. (Online). Accessed Sept. 6, 2013, 

at http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Barred_Owl/lifehistory  

 

Discount Owl Pellets: Purchase owl pellets. http://www.discountowlpellets.com/productinfo.php 

 

Discount Owl Pellets. Bone Chart JPEG. Permission from owner for use of Bone Chart. 

Kidwings: Owl Pellet creation animation (digestion and regurgitation). 

http://www.kidwings.com/owlpellets/pelletform/index.htm  

 

Nature Friend Magazine: Barred Owl Action Picture on lesson plan. 

http://www.naturefriendmagazine.com/photos.pl?catid=13  

http://www.kidwings.com/teacher/owlpellets/index.htm
http://wordpress.nestwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Barred-Owl.pdf
http://earthfix.opb.org/flora-and-fauna/article/how-barred-owls-win-the-fight-for-forest-and-food/
http://earthfix.opb.org/flora-and-fauna/article/how-barred-owls-win-the-fight-for-forest-and-food/
http://www.projectnoah.org/organisms#?identified=identified&search=barred+owl
http://home.centurytel.net/bobowlcalls/Barred_Owl_calls.htm
http://www.braudubon.org/pdf/Barred_Owl_eats_Hawk.pdf
http://www.biokids.umich.edu/critters/Strix_varia/
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Barred_Owl/lifehistory
http://www.discountowlpellets.com/productinfo.php
http://www.kidwings.com/owlpellets/pelletform/index.htm
http://www.naturefriendmagazine.com/photos.pl?catid=13
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Owl Pellets for Sale. “Owl pellet song.” (Online). Accessed Sept. 6, 2013, at 

www.owlpelletsforsale.com/owl-pellet-song  

 

Wilbur, R. “A Barred Owl” Poem. (Online). Accessed Sept. 6, 2013, at 

http://www.poetryoutloud.org/poem/179529  

 

“Owl Pellet” lesson plan. The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds. (Online). Accessed Sept. 6, 

2013, at http://www.rspb.org.uk/Images/Owlpellets_tcm9-133500.pdf  

 

University of Missouri-St. Louis: “Barred Owl by John J. Audubon.” (Online). Accessed Sept. 6, 

2013, at 

http://gallery.umsl.edu/v/Mercantile/Fine+Art+Collection/Audubon/barredowl.jpg.html  

 

“Birds.” Wild-Lab. (Online). Accessed Sept. 6, 2013, at 

http://www.wild-lab.com/courses/wetlands/research/animals_birds.htm  

 

 

http://www.owlpelletsforsale.com/owl-pellet-song
http://www.poetryoutloud.org/poem/179529
http://www.rspb.org.uk/Images/Owlpellets_tcm9-133500.pdf
http://gallery.umsl.edu/v/Mercantile/Fine+Art+Collection/Audubon/barredowl.jpg.html
http://www.wild-lab.com/courses/wetlands/research/animals_birds.htm
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student activity sheet

Name ____________________________________ Date_______

Owl Pellet Dissection Lab Exploration

1. Measure your owl pellet. 
length (in centimeters)  __________ width (in centimeters)  __________  mass (in grams)  __________

2. Carefully examine the outside of your pellet. Draw an illustration of your pellet and describe what it looks 
like and feels like. Remember to use your lens for a closer look and your gloves for safety.  

ILLUSTRATION DESCRIPTION

 

3. Use a toothpick or plastic tweezers to carefully break the owl pellet into two pieces and to excavate the 
bones and other materials. Sort the items into groups and keep a tally of what you find. Glue the bones 
to the index card in a fashion similar to the picture shown below. 

Bone Number 
Found

Skull
Jaw
Arm bones
Scapula
Ribs
Pelvis
Vertebrae
Leg bones
Other items

 

         www.discountowlpellets.com

  

  

  

 

 

Answer these questions on the back of this sheet: 

4. How many animals did the owl eat? How do you know?

5. What can you infer about this owl’s diet and the habitat it lived in? What would a simplified food chain look 
like?

6. Compare what you already know about human bones and the bones you found in the owl pellet. What did 
you notice? Explain the similarities and differences in a paragraph on the back of this sheet.
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Name ____________________________________ Date_______

Barred Owl Assessment
Directions: Fill in the blanks below using this word bank. Use the underlined context clues to help you. (2 points each)

  Rodents Birds  Beaks   Crustaceans

   Carnivorous  Hearing  Feathers

  Pellet  Eyesight Nocturnal Talons

1. Barred owls are active at night. Another word for this is ______________________________________.

2. Barred owls have great _____________ and ________________for hunting at night.

3. Barred owls hunt and eat ________________, ________________ and even _______________________.

4. Barred owls have sharp, powerful _______________and hooked _________________that help them catch 
and kill prey.

5. All owls regurgitate bones, fur and feathers in the form of a ____________________________________.

6. Many species of owls have special flight _______________________adapted for silent, stealthy flight.

7. Barred owls are ______________________________ predators because they like to eat meat.

Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences. You may write on the back of this paper if more space is 
needed.

8. Other types of birds form pellets. What would you expect to find in the pellet of a pelican? Explain. (1 point) 

9. Explain how the barred owl’s digestive system works when it eats a mouse. Be sure to describe the en-
tire digestive process and use some of the vocabulary you learned in the song and animation. (3 points) 

10. Which adaptations does a barred owl living in Louisiana’s wetlands need to be successful in its habitat? 
Name at least two adaptations and explain how each adaptation helps the barred owl. (2 points)
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student activity sheet-KEY

Name ____________________________________ Date_______

Barred Owl Assessment
Directions: Fill in the blanks below using this word bank. Use the underlined context clues to help you. (2 points each)

  Rodents Birds  Beaks   Crustaceans

   Carnivorous  Hearing  Feathers

  Pellet  Eyesight Nocturnal Talons

1. Barred owls are active at night.  Another word for this is nocturnal. 

2. Barred owls have great eyesight and hearing  for hunting at night.

3. Barred owls hunt and eat crustaceans, rodents and even birds

4. Barred owls have sharp, powerful talons and hooked beaks that help them catch and kill prey.

5. All owls regurgitate bones, fur and feathers in the form of a pellet.

6. Many species of owls have special flight feathers adapted for silent, stealthy flight.

7. Barred owls are carnivorous predators because they like to eat meat. 

Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences. You may write on the back of this paper if more space is 
needed.

8. Other types of birds form pellets. What would you expect to find in the pellet of a pelican? Explain. (1 point)  
Possible answers include fish bones, scales, gills, oyster/clam shells, barnacle remains,… basically the 
hard, indigestible parts of a pelican’s diet. 

9. Explain how the barred owl’s digestive system works when it eats a mouse. Be sure to describe the entire 
digestive process and use some of the vocabulary you learned in the song and animation. (3 points)  
In these answers, look for basic understanding. For example: 1. Catch the mouse. 2. Swallow the mouse 
whole. 3. Mouse travels down esophagus into the gizzard. 4. Digestible materials keep traveling through 
the digestive system, and indigestible materials (fur, feathers, bones, etc) are compacted together to 
form pellet. 5. Pellet starts to travel back up and eventually is regurgitated from the mouth.

10. Which adaptations does a barred owl living in Louisiana’s wetlands need to be successful in its habitat? 
Name at least two adaptations and explain how each adaptation helps the barred owl. (2 points) 
Possible answers could include: Barred owls are nocturnal and hunt at night from the tops of the trees 
and spot their prey on the ground by using their keen eyesight (which is better for focusing on prey from 
a distance rather than up close) and excellent hearing. One ear is placed higher and at a different angle 
than the other to better triangulate sounds and help judge distance. Barred owls swoop down quickly, 
grab the prey with their sharp talons and use the hooked bill to capture and tear the prey. They have 
special unconnected “fringelike” feathers that allow them to fly without making noise.

______
20
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Name ____________________________________ Date_______

Barred Owl Pellet Digestion Song
Tune: “Oh my Darling”

The owl hunts its prey
With its talons
And then swallows it whole, headfirst

Through the esophagus
To the gizzard 
And then the stomach is where it occurs

The nutrients are broken down
The intestines absorb them
To provide the energy all around

The hair can’t be digested
Or the bones
Or the teeth, or the feathers

To the gizzard 
These undigested contents
In a pellet, compacts to form

The owl expels it 
Right out of its mouth
And in nature it is found
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